RESEARCH PAPER TOPICS
The topics listed below are intentionally very broad and general.  One of the first things you will need to do is narrow your chosen topic down to a manageable level, focus in on one or more aspects, research them, and form your conclusions.

I suggest that you do not begin the project with any particular opinion or mind set.  Choose a topic that interests you, intrigues you, or is important to you.  Of course, you may have a point of view when you start, but keep an open mind, research all sides of the problem (there are more than two sides to every story), and allow your opinions to form – and perhaps change – as you proceed.

Also, the considerations I list for each topic are not set in stone.  If there are other aspects of the issue you wish to explore, by all means do so.  The points I raise are meant as a general guide only.

As always, if you have questions or challenges with this project, please feel free to email me for help or advice.  I am also available to meet with you by appointment.

If you feel a burning desire to write about a topic that’s not on this list, see me for approval.

1]  GUNS IN AMERICA
Every year, thousands of people are victims of crimes committed with firearms.  Many are killed, others are wounded.  How does the Constitution’s provision of the “right to bear arms” affect our society?  Is it even valid today?  How do other countries deal with this issue?  Are they “better” than we are, or better off?

2]  RELIGION IN PUBLIC LIFE
Since we are coming into an election year, we often hear candidates invoke their faith in their speeches.  The Christian Right, the Evangelicals, and other orthodox religious groups can influence elections by voting in blocks.  So…what is the proper role of religion in our politics, our social structure, and our public discourse?  How do religious beliefs influence our social behavior (think abortion and gay marriage)?  And how do we interpret the Constitution’s limits on the relationship between “Church and State?”

3]  THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN
In America, women can vote, drive cars, and go in public without a male escort.  This is not true in some other parts of the world.  But…do women really have equal rights?  What about the so-called “Pro Life” and “Pro Choice” issues?  What about equal pay?  What about the fact that women are the ones who bear the children…and often take care of their own aged parents…and their husband’s?

4]  THE RIGHTS OF MINORITIES
What I mentioned above about women can also be said, in a general sense, about minorities, especially African-Americans and Latinos.  How “equal” are these groups in our society?  What progress have we made over the years on these issues?  What is the outlook for the future.

5]  THE EDUCATION SYSTEM IN AMERICA
A recent worldwide survey indicated that American children spend fewer days per year in school than any other developed country.  Even children in Hungary go to school more that we do.  And, it is clear that children of Asian and Indian descent do better in American elementary and high schools than children of other ethnic groups.  Has the quality of our schools deteriorated in the last ten or twenty years?  How?  Why?  If there are problems, what is being done to address them?  What can be done?
And…how can our schools prepare students for jobs when technology changes the workplace almost every day?

6]  THE OUTSOURCING OF AMERICA
Once, this country’s economy was based on manufacturing.  We produced goods…tangible objects like cars, steel, aircraft, appliances, clothing.  Gradually, this changed.  We became a service economy, producing things like banking, accounting…everything but hard goods, which are now produced in China, India, and Mexico.  In fact, even services, such as customer service call centers, are being outsourced.  What effect (good or bad) has this had on our economy?  What is the history of this phenomenon?  Can anything be done to reverse this trend?
7]  THE BEST HEALTH CARE MONEY CAN BUY
We’ve all heard the debates about health care.  When Bill Clinton was president, he made health care reform a priority of his administration, and failed utterly.  Why?  How is health care delivered in America?  Does it work, or not?  Why do lower income people not have access to it the way upper income people do?  How do other countries handle this issue?  What is being done to address it?

8]  TRIAL MARRIAGES
It is a demonstrable fact:  50% of all marriages end in divorce.  Some sooner, some after many many years.  Why?  Is this phenomenon confined to the United States, or is it the same in other developed countries?  Everyone has either been involved in a divorce or knows someone who has.  What are the causes of this?  Why can’t people remain together for life, as they did even as little as 75-100 years ago?  What is the effect on our children, and our society?

9]  SECURITY AND PRIVACY
Benjamin Franklin once said that people who are willing to give up their liberties for a little security deserve neither security nor liberty.  The events of 9/11, and the consequent passage of the interestingly-named “Patriot Act,” have given government agencies unprecedented power to look into our lives, our actions, and our behavior.  And the Internet has further challenged commonly-held ideas and notions of what is private and what is not.  How did this happen?  What is it doing to our society, and to our ideals?
10]  WE SPEAK ENGLISH HERE
The influx of immigrants from all over the world has had a profound effect on our language.  We now commonly see signs and labels in two or more languages.  What is the role of language in creating and maintaining our culture?  Is it a problem for a country to have more than one language?  Is it divisive?  How do other countries deal with it?  What problems does it create, and how do they affect the way we live?

11]  PERSONAL PRIVACY -- WE’RE ALL HOOKED UP
The more technology endangers our privacy, the less we seem to prize it.  We post family photos on social media sites and ship our credit card numbers to total strangers.  We put our most personal information out there for all the world to see.  Select one or two aspects of the social impact of the Internet, and discuss the effects (good or bad) it has had on our perceptions and relationships.

12]  THE WAR ON DRUGS
Most people would agree that the so-called War on Drugs, which has been going on for decades, isn’t working.  Or is it?  What are the different points of view about how to deal with drugs in our society?  What are the effects on families, the justice system, the individual?  What proposals have been put forth for decriminalization, or legalization?  Who believes that legalization is the wrong course of action, and why do they think that way?  What answers do we have for these problems?

13]  BEHIND BARS
America has 5% of the world’s population, and 25% of its prisoners.  In fact, there are more people in jail in this country than in Russia or China.  Why?  How have the policies of the last 40 years, such as “War on Drugs” and “Three Strikes, You’re Out” caused this condition?  Are all these prisoners in jail for violent crimes?  Has our public safety been enhanced by putting all these people away?  And even though white Americans commit crimes at the same rate as blacks, one in nine black men aged 20-34 is behind bars.  What can be done to correct this situation?

14]  ONE NATION, UNDER SURVEILLANCE
This topic is related to Topic #9 above.  In George Orwell’s 1984, citizens are constantly reminded that “Big Brother is Watching You.”  Are we in American in danger of the same treatment by our government?  Video cameras are on every telephone pole, in every store, and on everyone’s cell phone.  Supermarkets know exactly what we buy, and when.  Is this a good thing, or a bad thing?  If we are in danger of government overreach into our personal freedoms, how do we correct this situation?

15] ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
What should be done about the influx of immigrants to the United States?  We have always been a diverse “nation of immigrants,” but has the situation gotten out of hand?  What solutions are being proposed, or currently enacted?  What is the “right” thing to do from a moral or legal perspective?
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